Introduction by Bilimoria, Purushottama
	 	
	
 
 
 
This	is	the	published	version:	
 
Bilimoria,	Purushottama	2006,	Introduction,	in	Contemporary	philosophy	and	J.	L.	Shaw,	Punthi	
Pustak,	Kolkata,	India.	
	
	
Available from Deakin Research Online: 
 
http://hdl.handle.net/10536/DRO/DU:30020048	
	
	
	
Every	reasonable	effort	has	been	made	to	ensure	that	permission	has	been	obtained	for	items	
included	in	Deakin	Research	Online.	If	you	believe	that	your	rights	have	been	infringed	by	this	
repository,	please	contact	drosupport@deakin.edu.au	
	
Copyright	:	2006,	Punthi	Pustak	
	
INTRODUCTION 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce this important 
volume to the scholarly audience. The volume is designed and 
intended to felicitate and honour the work and scholarly 
achievements of Dr Jaysankar Lal Shaw. one of the significant 
stalwarts of Indian and comparative philosophy in the 
contemporary analytical context. It is doubly honourable for 
me to be part of this venture as Dr Shaw - or Jaysankar-da as 
we lovingly call him - has been a leading and guiding force in 
this field in my neck of the woods. so to speak - i.e. in 
Australasia, where we have maintained a close contact across 
the Tasman waters over the past some fifteen years. Although 
I am based in Melbourne, Australia (and increasingly in New 
York and Bangalore) and he is based in Wellington. New 
Zealand. I have followed his career with much enthusiasm 
and zeal. Indeed. I have derived immense inspiration and 
su pport for my own personal endeavours in the field in terms 
of launching and promoting the field of comparative and East-
West philosophy in Australia and New Zealand and the 
neighbouring Asia-Pacific regions. We have participated 
together in the founding of the Australasian Society for Asian 
and Comparative Philosophy and helped bring scholars and 
philosophers in this field from the region and abroad together 
over a decade-and -a -half to share and deliberate on the 
significant contributions that have emerged from the region 
and made a modest mark nationally and internationally also. 
The volume attests to the irnpact of these burgeoning 
efforts, if in no other way than the extent and quality of the 
articles represented here from leading philosophers and 
logicians. such as Paul Goehet, Max Cresswell, Adriane Rini. 
David Lumsden, and Mihir Chakraborty, among others who 
hail from the subcontinent and elsewhere. Thanks to the 
untiring work of Jaysankar-da, the significance, especially of 
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Nyaya logic, semantics and number ontology has attracted 
the attention of Western scholars who have seen the 
convergence, or at least a point of fecundity with the long 
tradition of systematic thinking in this area, alongside 
epistemology and linguistics, in the classical and 
contemporary Indian context. . 
Jaysankar-da has explored and reflected on a range of 
important topics, such as knowledge, belief, doubt, cognition 
of cognition, perception, inference, causality, existence, 
number, meaning, conditions for understanding the meaning, 
proper names. descriptions, indexicals, negation, subject -
predicate, harmony and freedom. He has demonstrated the 
relevance of Indian logic, epistemology, and philosophy of 
language to contemporary Western philosophy in several ways. 
His interpretation of the Nyaya concept of negation and his 
discussion of double negation as well as its relevance to 
perception have been emphasized by Max Cresswell and Mihir 
Chakraborty. Similarly. his interpretation of indexicals has 
been emphasized by Paul Goehet. David Lumsden, Ranjan 
Mukhopadhyay and Blyth Sansom have focused on his 
philosophy of language. Adriane Rini, Srilekha Datta and the 
author of this introduction have raised some ontological issues 
with reference to his work in the field of metaphYSiCS. S.M. 
Gupta and Tirthanath Bandyopadhyay have emphasized the 
relevance of his work to the philosophy of religion, including 
the philosophy of Swami Vivekananda. Hence the contributors 
have covered several branches of philosophy and focused on 
topics directly related to contemporary philosophy. 
Apart from having worked closely also with the late Pandit 
Visvabandhu TarkatIrtha and the late Pandit Dinesh Chandra 
Sastri, as well as the late Professor S-ibajiban Bhattacharya. 
the late Professor B. K. MatHal and Professor J. N. Mohanty~ 
he has not shied away from working and inspiring a host of 
younger and lesser known philosophers and graduates, from 
Wellington, to Honolulu to Calcutta. 
Hence, a special gratitude is owed to Jaysankar-dat and 
it is the sincere hope of the editors that this small gesture will 
go towards fulfilling that kalpand (project). Equally rewarding 
we believe is the importance of the i.ssues and r'3.nge of 
problems that are discussed in these pages, each of which 
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directly or indirectly bear on the kinds of questions that 
Jaysankar-da has in his own inimitable way been grappling 
with and spending much time and philosophical energy trying 
to resolve in the interstices of Indian and contemporary 
(Western) analytical thinking. So each of the articles ought to 
be seen as a 'gift of fruitful dialogue' and 'conversation' between 
(seemingly) disparate traditions of thought, even if a clear and 
decisive 'fusion of horizons' is not achieved in the process. As 
Heidegger, following an edict of the Tao, reminded us, it is 
'being on the way' that is the true measure and telos of 
philosophizing rather than some end that might be reached. 
And so here lies the virtue of the life of mind and a total -
akin to a mystical - absorption in the analytic problems of 
philosophy and logic that Jaysankar-da has so patently and 
unabashedly demonstrated in his own life - albeit, sometimes 
at the saCrifice of personal care and issues - which have been 
invariably left to Mrs. Shipra Shaw and their lawyer-daughter. 
Natalie Shaw; to attend to. We are grateful also to each of the 
contributors for coming forward and preparing thoughtful 
essays that reflect the spirit of the kind of enterprise 
J aysankar -da has been engaged in for over forty years of his 
academic career, ever since he was an undergraduate in 
Calcutta and a doctoral candidate at Rice University in the 
USA (where he obtained his PhD in 1969); as well as enhance 
the comparative reach of the classical tradition in dialogue 
with a modem frame of thinking. 
We are also grateful to the organizers of the seminar on 
Contemporary Philosophy and Jaysankar. Particular thanks are 
due to the coordinators. Professor Amalendu Chakraborty. 
Professor Srimati Mukherjee; Dr. Swapan Saha and Dr. Kunal 
Brahma. I would also like to acknowledge the help I have had 
from Professor Minati Kar. Professor Papia Mitra, Professor 
Sharmistha Bakshi, Mr. Dipak Kar and Ms. Rhyddhi 
Chakraborty for the publication of this volume. Very special 
thanks must go to Mr. P. K. Bhattachruya, the proprietor of 
Punthi Pustak, for his eagerness to publish this volume. 
Purushottama Bilimoria 
Melbourne/New York 
